Travellers in Sthrn. India (1500-80)

Varthema retails, in perfect good faith., some
extraordinary stories of his betel-chewing
propensities.

Sailing southwards, Varthema touched at
"Cevnl" (Chaul), Dabul, "Onor,"* and
Mangalore, at which last port he struck inland
in order to visit Vijayanagar. After visiting the
Hindu capital, he made his way to Calicut,
which at that time rivalled Cambay for the
dignity of being the greatest port in India. The
traveller's description of Calicut occupies a
third of his work and is very valuable. His
information was obtained at first hand by
intimate association with the natives. Varthema
now left Calicut, and after touching at Qullon
and the island of Ceylon, which he mentions as
being the theatre of internecine combats be-
tween four rival kings, visited Pulicat, Nega-
patam, " Tarnasseri," and " Banghella." In his
subsequent travels to Pegu, Malacca, Sumatra,
and Borneo, we need not follow him; but one
significant discovery of his cannot be omitted.
He tells us that on this voyage he heard some
rumours of a land to the south, and of a very
cold place where the day only lasted four hours.
So early a reference as this to Australia and the
Antarctic Circle, which were destined to
remain undiscovered for many years to come, is
of more than ordinary interest. On his return to
India Varthema was present at a great sea-fight
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